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FINAL ENDORSEMENT on{?X®) tr of 27 Jul 18

From: Commander, U.S. Fleet Forces Command
To:  File

Subj: COMMAND INVESTIGATION INTO THE DEATH OF ENS SARAH JOY
MITCHELL, USN, AT SEA, ON 8 JULY 2018

Encl: (64) Voluntary Statement of (b)(6) ~ dtd1 Apr 19
(65) Voluntary Statement of (6)(6) dtd 1 Apr 19

1. I thoroughly reviewed the subject investigation and its endorsements. I approve the findings of
fact, opinions, and recommendations as previously endorsed and as modified below.

2. Findings of Facts:

a. FF 312 added: On the momming of 8 July.gb’(ay ; . _ _ | was on the bridge
prior to launching RIB KELLY MILLER and RIB BILLY HAMPTON. After conferring with
the OOD P8 _ , ()& ' made the decision to execute planned RIB operations.

[Encl (21)]

b. FF 313 added: The OOD 1s charged with "the direct supervision of the ship's boats" and 1s
responsible for "ensuring that all boat safety regulations are observed" in accordance with
reference (c).

c. FF 314 added: N6} was the scheduled OOD for the 0700 - 0930 watch and

~d. FF 315 added: The boat deck was given perinission from (b)(®) ~, through .2’)(_6)-
U&= 10 load, lower, and launch RIB KELLY MILLER and RIB BILLY HAMPTON. Both
RIBs were i the water at approximately 0910. [Encl (17), (21), (64)]

e. FF 316 added: [P1® gave trip and shove off orders to the two RIBs before
breakaway and then gave them permission to load, lower, and launch when they were ready.
[Encl (64)]

f. FF 317 added: (0)®) ~ recalls both RIBs having normal breakaways which she
observed from the starboard bridgewing. [Encl (64)]
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g. FF 318 added: ©)® observed the RIBs the entire time during their breakaways
and did not see either RIB perform a donut or any other aggressive maneuvering. [Encl (64)]

h. FF 319 added: ®X® ' was on the bridge for approximately 30 minutes prior to
watch relief (scheduled OOD for the 0930 - 1200 watch) and during that time he was walking
around the bridge and talking to the JOOD. [Encl (17), (22), (65)]

i. FF 320 added: ©X® recalls both RIBs already being away from the ship when he
began turnover with (b)(6) , and he did not observe either RIB perform donuts in the

water. [Encl (64)]
j. FF 321 added: [©)6) | left the bridge at 0944. [Encl (17)]

k. FF 322 added: Sometime between 0910 and 0948, Kb)(e) andi(b Mo} |
turned over OOD responsibilities. P)(s) assumed duties as OOD at 0948. [Encl (17),

(64), (65)]

1. FF 323 added: ©X® | qualified as Officer of the Deck (OOD) in March 2017
onboard USS MAHAN. He completed his requalification process on 4 July 2018. [Encl (34)]

m. FF 324 added: ®X® supervised RIB KELLY MILLER and RIB BILLY
HAMPTON complete passenger swaps before the second trip. [Encl (34)]

n. FF 325 added: PX®) ~ | observed RIB BILLY HAMPTON make a routine breakaway
on the second trip. He eventually lost sight of RIB BILLY HAMPTON behind the
superstructure. [Encl (34)]

o. FF 326 added: fb)(s)' did not observe either of the RIBs perform donuts or
aggressive maneuvering. [Encl (65)]

p. FF 327 added: After the RIB KELLY MILLER breakaway for the second trip, ©)€)
(B8 " coordinated SAR training with RIB KELLY MILLER and set flight quarters for
recovery, crew swap, and hot pump and relaunch of Venom 506. [Encl (34)]

q. FF 328 added: As PX® mstructed RIB KELLY MILLER to station on the
starboard side of USS JASON DUNHAM for the SAR exercise, he heard medical emergency
called over bridge to bridge. [Encl (34)]

r. FF 329 added: P)® mitially thought the call for medical emergency was a part of
the SAR drill. He went to look for RIB KELLY MILLER over the bridge wing. He noticed that
RIB KELLY MILLER was not in the designated position for the drill and that no one was in the
water. [Encl (34)]

s. FF 330 added: B ran over to the port side bridge wing to get a better view of
the area where RIB BILLY HAMPTON was positioned. He observed three KAPOCs bobbing in
the water. [Encl (34)]
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t. FF 331 added: ®© directed the BMOW to call the CO to the pilot house and
informed the TAO that individuals were in the water. [Encl (34)]
3. Opinions:

a. Opinion 30 is added: Both ®X© and ®© adhered to the standards

outlined in reference (c) for the OOD. Per reference (c) the OOD is responsible for the direct
supervision of the ship's boats as well as ensuring that the boats are operated safely and that all
safety regulations are adhered to. Neither ®)© nor®X® observed the RIBs
performing aggressive maneuvers. Additionally, at the time of the accident, RIB KELLY
MILLER was off the stern of JASON DUNHAM and the ship's superstructure was blocking
(0)6) view of RIB BILLY HAMPTON. Also at that time, ®X©) was
coordinating a SAR exercise with RIB KELLY MILLER. [FF's (312)- (331)]

4. Recommendations:

a. Recommendation 3 is disapproved. This recommendation is redundant. Qualification
under NAVEDTRA 43152-L Coxswain 302 and Small Boat Officer 305 require watchstation
qualification for Bow/Stem Hook 301 as a pre-requisite, and qualification for Bow/Stern Hook
301 includes completion of Fundamentals Section 102.21.

b. Recommendation 4d is disapproved. As stated by CSG-8, selection boards, particularly
Chief Petty Officer selection boards, are critical to the current and future health of the Navy. The
Commanding Officer should retain the discretion to dispatch members of the crew when deemed
appropriate.

5. The following actions are complete:

a. Recommendations 1-Modified and 2. Administrative actions have been taken by CDS-28

against all appropriate parties. ®X©
(b)(6)

b. Recommendations 3a-Added and 3c-Added. Both recommendations were submitted to
NETC for review and action. Specifically, CNSL submitted PQS and FLTMPS change forms
requesting that RIB Coxswain COI (CIN-K-062-0625) be a pre-requisite to final qualification as
a 7M RIB Coxswain, and a recommendation that SWOS review curriculum to ensure small boat
fundamentals are covered to include use of centerline lifeline and proper passenger distribution
during transit.

c. Recommendation 3b-Added. ATG Atlantic coordination with CSCS is complete. ATG
trainers and the schoolhouse reviewed small boat operations training, to include fundamentals on
use of the centerline lifeline and passenger operational risk management, are aligned.

53
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Subj: COMMAND INVESTIGATION INTO THE DEATH OF ENS SARAH JOY
MITCHELL, USN, AT SEA, ON 8 JULY 2018

b. I will direct Commanding Officer JASON DUNHAM s to review the ship’s watch bill to
ensure application of circadian rhythm requirements while enabling conduct of required
operations on a multi-mission destroyer. 1 will also direct him to assess the quality and
application of the ship’s PBED process. [ will report completion to the final reviewing authority
through the chain of command on or before 20 October 2018.
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From:

To:

Suby:

Ref:

Encl:

27 Jul 18

(s} Investigating Officer
Commander, Destroyer Squadron TWO EIGHT

COMMAND INVESTIGATION INTO THE DEATH OF ENS SARAH JOY
MITCHELL, USN, AT SEA, ON 8 JULY 2018

(a) JAGINST 5800.7F, Chapter 2

(b) S9008-JL-BIB-010 BIB (Boat Information Book) on 7M RIBs

(c) JASONDUNHAMINST 9583.1E Boat Bill

(d) COMNAVSURFLANT 261355Z APR 18

() NAVEDTRA 14343A Boatswain’s Mate

() NAVEDTRA 43152-L Personnel Qualification Standard for Forces Afloat Small Boat
Operations

(g) S9086-TX-STM-010 Boats and Small Craft

(h) ATGLANTINST 3502.1A Annex R Deck Seamanship (MOB-S) ATGLANT User’s Guide
(1) COMNAVSURFORINST 3500.5 Watchstander’s Guide

(j) COMNAVSURFPACINST 1500.1/COMNAVSURLFANTIN ST 1500.1

(k) NTTP 3-50.1 Navy Search and Rescue Manual

(1) Appointing Order dtd 9 Jul |8

(2) Voluntary Statement of (b)(E) |dtd 13 Jul 18

3) 1o email of 25 Jul 18

(4) Voluntary Statement of PX(6) dtd 13 Jul 18

(5) Voluntary Statement of (B)€) 'dtd 13 Jul 18

(6) JASON DUNHAM Plan of the Day of 8 Jul 18

(7) Voluntary Statement of (b)(6) dtd 13 Jul 18

(8) Voluntary Statement of {BlI6) dtd 13 Jul 18

(9) Voluntary Statement of B1%) dtd13 Jul 18

(10) Voluntary Statement of {8)6) idtd 13 Jul 18

(11) Voluntary Statement of (b)E) dtd 12 Jul 18

(12) Voluntary Statement of (0)(6) ~dtd 12 Jul 18

(13) Voluntary Statement of (0)(6) dtd 13 Jul 18

(14) Voluntary Statement of | (o) ~ dtd 20 Jul 18
(15) Voluntary Statement of “’)_{_51 dtd 11 Jul 18
(16) Voluntary Statement of [B}8) |dtd 11 Jul 18

(17) JASON DUNHAM Deck Log of 8 Jul 18

(18) Voluntary Statement of (0)®) dtd 13 Jul 18

(19) RHIB Launch/Recovery Checklist dtd 8 Jul 18

(20) Voluntary Statement of (b)(6) dtd 13 Jul 18

(21) Voluntary Statement of (B)5) dtd 13 Jul 18

(22) JASON DUNHAM Watchbill for 6-12 Jul 18

(23) JASON DUNHAM Condition III Watchbill etfective 24 Jun 18 to 8 Jul 18

(24) Voluntary Statement of (B)6) dtd 12 Jul 18

(25) Voluntary Statement of (@)6) dtd 12 Jul 18

(26) Voluntary Statement of (X6) dtd 13 Jul 18
(27) JASON DUNHAM Daily Boat Report from 7 Jul 18

(28) Voluntary Statement of (B){6) dtd 11 Jul 18

(29) Voluntary Statement of [P)6) th 11Jul 18
(30) Voluntary Statement of (£)(6) :ltd 11 Jul 18
(31) Voluntary Statement of fel(®) dtd 13 Jul 18

(32) Voluntary Statement of X6 dtd 11 Jul 18
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(33) JASON DUNHAM Flight Schedule of 8 Jul 18

(34) Voluntary Statement of (B)e) dtd 12 Jul 18

(35) Voluntary Statement of (B)6) dtd 13 Jul 18

(36) Voluntary Statement and Rights advisement of (b)(6) dtd19 Jul 18
(37) JASON DUNHAM CIC Watchlog starting 0757 13 Jun 18 to 1605 08 Jul 18
(38) Voluntary Statement of (b)(6) X dtd 13 Jul 18

(39) 00D letters for 2 Sf 1 Jul 18 and 15 Mar 17

(40) JASON DUNHAM photographs from 8 Jul 18

(41) Voluntary Statement of (b)(6) dtd 12 Jul 18

(42) Voluntary Statement of (8)6) dtd 13 Jul 18

(43) Voluntary Statement of (P} dtd 19 Jul 18

(44) JASON DUNHAM video from 8 Jul 18

(45) Photographs taken by the investigating officer on 13 Jul 18

(46) JASON DUNHAM'’s Medical records of ENS Mitchell dtd 8 Jul 18
(47) Royal Medical Services Prince Hashem Hospital records of ENS Mitchell dtd 8 Jul 18
(48) Voluntary Statement of (b)(6) dtd 13 Jul 18

(49) Voluntary Statement of (€6} dtd 19 Jul 18

(50) PQS Qualification Finder for JASON DUNHAM dtd 11 Jul 18

(51) JASON DUNHAM Junior Officer qualifications tracker as of 11 Jul 18
(52) NAVPERS 1070/613 ICO ENS Mitchell dtd 24 Jul 18

(53) Surface Rescue Swimmer Designation Checklist of (0)E)

(54) Surface Rescue Swimmer Designation Checklist of (®)E)

(55) Designation as Surface Search and Rescue Swimmer Officer ICO (b)(6) dtd
10 Apr 18

(56) Voluntary Statement of (0)E) dtd 18 Jul 18

(57) Voluntary Statement of ()6) itd 18 Jul 18

(58) SFTM Formal Course Requirements for All Ships, COMNAVSURFPAC/LANTINST
2502.3 dtd 09 Mar 12

(59) FY 2017/2018/2019 7M RIB Coxswain School Schedule, All Sites

(60) )6} email of 24 Jul 18

Preliminary Statement

1. Pursuant to enclosure (1) and in accordance with reference (a), a command investigation was
conducted to investigate the facts and circumstances surrounding the death of ENS Sarah Joy Mitchell,
USN at sea on 8 July 2018. All persons questioned cooperated fully. The only evidentiary challenge was
records from Optical Sight System (OSS) were not available for review. No request for extension was

needed.

2. Photographs were taken by the Investigating Officer and by the JASON DUNHAM photographer.

The Investigating Officers photographs were taken using a Samsung Galaxy 9 and arc a truc and accurate
representation of the items depicted. The JASON DUNHAM photographer used a Nikon DS5; the pictures
and video are true and accurate representations of the items depicted.

[REMAINDER OF PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK]
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Executive Summary

At approximately 0910 and 0924 on 8 July 2018, USS JASON DUNHAM (DDG 109) launched two
Rigid Inflatable Boats (RIBs) with call signs: RIB BILLY HAMPTON and RIB KELLY MILLER. Each
RIB conducted two trips with the same crew but different passengers. On the second trip, RIB BILLY
HAMPTON had eleven personnel on board, including a Boat Officer, ENS Sarah Joy Mitchell, USN,
Coxswain, Search and Rescue (SAR) swimmer, Boat Engineer, two Boat Officers (under instruction U/T),
one Boat Engineer (under instruction U/T), and four Midshipmen.

After breaking away from the starboard side of JASON DUNHAM, RIB BILLY HAMPTON transited
astern of JASON DUNHAM before initiating four to five S curves. RIB BILLY HAMPTON was
heading towards a station off of the port bow at full throttle. The coxswain decided to execute a donut by
applying full rudder to port. He maintained full throttle. RIB BILLY HAMPTON tripped, its outdrive
semi exiting the water. When the RIB hit the water, the jolt ejected four personnel off the starboard side.
ENS Mitchell was among the personnel ejected from the starboard side. The coxswain was almost
thrown off the helm by the jolt and was unable to put the RIB in neutral and turn to starboard before the
RIB passed over ENS Mitchell, severely injuring her head and ripping off her lifejacket. Man overboard
was reported via bridge to bridge at time of 1021.

The SAR swimmer, ®)E) deployed himself immediately by letting go of the RIB as
it was still turning, and swam towards the personnel in the water. (®)®) focused on assisting ENS
Mitchell, who he found injured and face down in the water.(2)N®) rolled ENS Mitchell onto her

back and towed her back to RIB BILLY HAMPTON. Once ENS Mitchell was on board the RIB,
()6 i mediately began treating her. RIB KELLY MILLER, which had been conducting training
separately, ceased its training operations to assist RIB BILLY HAMPTON. After RIB KELLY MILLER
arrived on station, it came alongside RIB BILLY HAMPTON. RIB BILLY HAMPTON was dead in the
water; its propeller was fouled with ENS Mitchell’s lifejacket. The RIB crews transferred ENS Mitchell
to RIB KELLY MILLER to return her immediately to JASON DUNHAM for medical treatment.

During the transit back to JASON DUNHAM,“’"G) dressed ENS Mitchell’s wounds before
performing chest compressions and rescue breathing on her. After reaching JASON DUNHAM, ENS
Mitchell was lifted on board via a litter where medical treatment, including chest compressions and rescue
breathing, continued as she was transferred to the ship’s helicopter for medical evacuation. The
helicopter departed JASON DUNHAM at approximately 1130. ENS Mitchell was pronounced dead at
1245 by medical staff at Prince Hashem bin Abdullah IT hospital in Agaba, Jordan.

Findings of Facts

I. Planning and Scheduling of Small Boat Operations on 8 July 2018

1. JASON DUNHAM scheduled small Boat Officer training for 6 July 2018 during the Planning Board
for Training held on 3 July 2018. [Encl (2)]

2. This was the second time that JASON DUNHAM conducted small boat operations since deploying on
2 June 2018. [Encl (3)]

3. The 6 July 2018 evolution was canceled because the sea state was not conducive to operating small
boats. [Encls (2), (4), (5), (21)]
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4. Small boat operations were rescheduled after 6 July when ®)E) Training Officer,
recommended it be reincorporated into the schedule for 8 July 2018. [Encl (4)]
;B Operations Officer, then made recommendations on 7 July 2018 small boat operations

be included in the Plan of the Day (6) for 8 July 2018. [Encl (4)]

6. The Weapons Officer requested the Visit Board Search Seizure (VBSS) training be added to the
evolution, which (b)(®) Commanding Officer (CO), approved. [Encl (2)]

7. On 7 July 2018, it was briefed at the Operations Intelligence Brief JASON DUNHAM would conduct
small Boat Officer and VBSS training. [Encl (4)]

8. The JASON DUNHAM POD for 8 July 2018, released on 7 July 2018, called for Small Boat Officer
training and VBSS training. [Encl (6)]

9. Most participants learned there would be small boat operations on 8 July 2018 upon reading the POD
on 7 or 8 July 2018. [Encls (7), (8), (9), (10), (11), (12), (13), (14)]

10. The Midshipmen were informed they would be participating in small boat operations during their
morning meeting with () and were reminded with an announcement over the IMC on 8 July

2018. [Encls (15), (16)]

11. On 8 July 2018, man the boat deck was announced over the IMC at approximately 0849, [Encls (17),
(18), (19)] ‘

a. Identifying the Boat Crew and Boat Deck Safety Officer

12. Concurrent flight and small boat operations, particularly with two RIBs in the water, requires the
participation of all of Deck Division. [Encls (7), (11)]

13,08 one of the JASON DUNHAM Search and Rescue (SAR) swimmers, learned of
the small bogs((smerations at CE division quarters at approximately 0815 on 8 July 2018 when the ©)6)
(b)(6) (b)) walked by and asked him if he had heard about boat operations that day.
[Encl (20)]

14,016 and(bm” Deck Division Leading Chief Petty Officer (.CPO), were

“sour” and “annoyed”, respectively, they had to prepare for the boat evolution on such short notice.

[Encls (7), (11)]

15. Although not a “show stopper” for e the schedule change cost his boat crew members a
two-hour nap that they would normally take after standing the midwatch. [Encl (11)]

16. There are four positions that must be filled in each RIB in accordance with references (b) and (c):
Coxswain, Bowhook, Engineer, and SAR Swimmer, but JASON DUNHAM routinely swaps in a Boat
Officer for Bowhook and all Boat Officers are qualified in that job function. [Encls (2), (21)]

7. [ designated himself as the first boat officer, then had to find a second Boat Officer.
(®)E) approached two other qualified Boat Officers before contacting ENS Mitchell, who
volunteered. [Encls (6), (7), (22), (23)]

FOR-OFFICIAL USE ONEY—
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18._and ENS Mitchell both had watch from approximately 0330 to 0700 on 8 July 2018.
[Encls (7), (22)]

19. -knew in filling the positions of each crew on each RIB tha
would be a coxswain for the VBSS RIB whilc B8 would coxswain the second RIB, due
to the Flight Operation watchbill requirements for his other qualified coxswain. [Encls (11), (12)]

20._ one of the JASON DUNHAM SAR Swimmers, and_iecided

amongst themselves who would take the VBSS RIB and who would take the RIB conducting Boat
Officer training. [Encl (20)]

21. ENS Mitchell was " division officer. [Encl (20)]

22. -was the Boat Deck Safety Officer on 8 July 2018. [Encl (11)]

b. Pre-evolution briefs and guidance

23. There was no separate planning brief specifically for Boat Officer training. [Encls (15), (20), (24),
(25)]

24. Personnel reported there was no guidance on how to specifically conduct Boat Officer training. [Encls

®, )]

25. There was mixed reports as to whether or not there was an organized safety brief on the boat deck.
Executive Officer (XO) stated there was a pre-event safety brief given by First
Lieutenant prior to launching the RIBs. [Encls (2), (7)]

26. The Daily Boat Report was reviewed. -assed out lifejackets to everyone and helmets
to the U/I Boat Officers. He also directed everyone to take off their watches and empty their pockets.

[Encls (7), (8), (16), (18), (26), (27)]
_gave_ Boat Officer (U/T), _ Boat Officer (U/I), and

Boat Officer (U/I), a quick brief on how to be in a RIB, which included line handling
and SAR hand signals. [Encl (10)]

28. Although_prefen‘ed to focus on training Boat Officers, he received direction on the boat
deck on the morning of 8 July 2018 from his Department Head the Operations Officer, to
include Midshipmen in the small boat operations. [Encls (4), (7)]

29. One Midshipman recalled someone saying, small boat operations “is what we do to convince you to
go SWO.” [Encl (28)]

30._ divided the under instruction (U/I) crew members and midshipmen into two groups of
passengers, with a goal of two U/I Boat Officers per RIB and no more than 10 passengers per RIB. [Encls

(M, (8), (10), (14), (28), (29)]

31. When planning for a boat evolution that was scheduled for 6 J uly,_ and
ad discussed limiting the number of personnel on the RIB to fewer than 10 because of the

inexperience of the passengers. [Encl (11)]

FOR-OFFICHATUSE-ONEY
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32. After P)N®) assigned the groups, two more people joined the group on RIB BILLY
HAMPTON than assigned. [Encls (7), (10)]

33. Some of the Midshipmen learned how to climb the ladder down to the RIB about a week and a half
before 8 July 2018 when JASON DUNHAM had previously conducted small boat operations. [Encl (16),

(28), (30)]

34. Each RIB had two midshipmen onboard, as opposed to the three midshipmen per RIB during the
previous operation of small boats. RIB BILLY HAMPTON on the second trip was the exception with

four midshipmen on board. [Encl (30)]

35. Both RIB KELLY MILLER and RIB BILLY HAMPTON had working fixed radios, however, there
was only one working hand-held radio. (b)(6) gave this to ENS Mitchell because it was her first
time performing as a fully-qualified Boat Officer and her RIB would be first in the water. [Encl (7)]

361016 was not aware of how many passengers were on RIBs for the first time nor did he give any
guidance to the boat crews on how to account for the lack of experience. [Encl (4)]

II. Execution of Small Boat Operations on 8 July 2018

37. Several participants reported that the demeanor of the participants in small boat operations was one of
fun, excitement, and having a good time. The conditions were calm and the weather was pleasant. [Encls

(2), (4), (5), (8), (9), (10), (12), (13), (15), (16), (20), (24), (25), (26), (29), 31), (32)]
38. The water was so clear that 2)®) could see the screws of the JASON DUNHAM. [Encl (12)]

39. On 8 July 2018, JASON DUNHAM began flight quarters at approximately 0732 with the helicopter,
Venom 506, taking off at 0802. [Encls (17), (33)]

40. The seas were calm with waves of 1-2 feet at the most, visibility was clear, current was slight, winds
were light, water temperature was in the high 80s. The operating area was not shallow. [Encls (5), (8),

%), (12), (16), (21), (34)]
41. RIB BILLY HAMPTON was at the rail and the boat report was received at 0854. [Encl (17)]

42. RIB BILLY HAMPTON launched via the Slewing Arm Davit (SLAD) at approximately 0910 with
ENS Mitchell on board. [Encls (7), (17)]

43, ENS Mitchell supervised as the other passengers boarded via the ladder over the side. [Encl (7)]

44. RIB KELLY MILLER was at the rail at approximately 0925 and launched at approximately 0930.
[Encl (17)]

45. JASON DUNHAM was also conducting a Damage Control Training Team (DCTT) drill on the
morning of 8 July 2018. [Encl (35)]

A. First Trip by RIB BILLY HAMPTON

46. ENS Mitcllell;(b’(s) (b)6) Boat Engineer; (&)(6) Boat Engineer

u/L; )6 reenlistment officer; a chief; (B)6) . (b)(6) (b)(
TFOR-OFFHCIALUSE-ONEY-
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Boat Officer (U/I); and two additional midshipmen were on board RIB BILL.Y HAMPTON. [Encls (26),
(3D)]

47. _and ENS Mitchell had discussed conducting a reenlistment and Boat Officer training,
but did not discuss the plan or path of how to get from JASON DUNHAM to their training stations. [Encl

(36)]

48._stated he and ENS Mitchell both agreed they were going to have some fun. He
believes that meant that high-speed maneuvers were implied. [Encl (36)]

49. After breaking away,-xecuted a donut 200-300 yards off of the JASON DUNHAM
starboard side, within view of the boat deck. [Encl (36)]

50. _did not like the donut _executed. If -had a radio, he might have

said something to ®® " bout it. [Encl (11)]

51. RIB BILLY HAMPTON traveled approximately 1000 yards away from the JASON DUNHAM
before®N8) " conducted the reenlistment ceremony for i [Encls (9), (20), (26), (31)]

52. ENS Mitchell requested permission from the bridge over the radio for RIB BILLY HAMPTON to
conduct SAR training by deploying a survivor and the SAR swimmer. [Encl (20)]

53. After about five minutes, bridge granted permission to RIB BILLY HAMPTON, assigning the RIB a
station 500 yards off of the port quarter of JASON DUNHAM. [Encls (9), (20)]

54. _executed a second donut off of the JASON DUNHAM port side while en route to their
assigned station for training. [Encl (36)]

iSI ENS Mitchell asked for a volunteer to be the survivor for _to practice nescuing;-

volunteered. [Encls (18), (20)]

56. ENS Mitchell and _discussed whether or not_should keep his lifejacket
(aka KAPOK) on because of the Man Overboard Indicator (MOBI) on it that woul ff the ship’s
alerts when wet; the survivor had removed his/her lifejacket the last two times that

participated in training. [Encl (20)]

57. ENS Mitchell decided to call the bridge to get permission to deploy the survivor without a lifejacket
on. [Encl (20)]

58. ENS Mitchell provided the name of the survivor to the bridge. [Encl (20)]

59. Although _had said that he wanted to be in the water before the survivor got in,-
removed his lifejacket and cannon-balled into the water before could deploy. [Encls

(20), (29)]
60. _reponted he did not remove his lifejacket before entering the water. [Encl (18)]

61. ENS Mitchell very quickly deployed _ who then recovered _ [Encl (20)]
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62. RIB BILLY HAMPTON returned to JASON DUNHAM to disembark the first set of passengers and
embark the second set, which it completed at approximately 1018; the boat crew remained the same.
[Encls (17), (20)]

B. First Trip by RIB KELLY MILLER

63. Once RIB KELLY MILLER was in the water and all personnel were on board, the RIB broke away
and traveled away from the ship. [Encl (7)]

64. The helicopter passed over RIB KELLY MILLER a few times. The RIB mirrored the helicopters
maneuvers. [Encls (7), (12)]

65. 1018 executed pivot turns and speed changes. [Encl (12)]

66. At the conclusion of VBSS training, the RIB returned to JASON DUNHAM to offload passengers
and onload a new set of passengers. [Encl (12)]

C. Second trip by RIB KELLY MILLER

67. After breaking away from JASON DUNHAM, ()5 requested permission from the Officer

of the Deck (OOD) to conduct SAR training. [Encl (7)]

68. The request was made while the RIB was traveling away from JASON DUNHAM, going quickly and
executing turns. [Encl (13)]

69 1))
again. [Encl (13)]

(b)(6)

observed that slowed down to execute each turn before speeding up

70, NS was going to be the survivor for the SAR swimmer to rescue as he had volunteered and
(b)(©) knew that he was a qualified second class swimmer. [Encls (7), (13)]

71. After a few minutes, the OOD approved the request but directed RIB KELLY MILLER to a station
1000 or 2000 yards off of the starboard bow. [Encl (7)]

b)(6
72. While RIB KELLY MILLER transited to its station, ®)E) and BE heard “man
overboard, man overboard” via the radio. [Encls (7), (12)]
73. At the time of the radio call, (b)(6) estimated that RIB KELLY MILLER was about 500

meters off the starboard quarter of JASON DUNHAM while the RIB BILLY HAMPTON was about 700
meters away from the JASON DUNHAM. [Encl (15)]

74. The crew on RIB KELLY MILLER initially believed this meant RIB BILLY HAMPTON had alrcady
started the same drill. [Encl (7)]

D. Second Trip by RIB BILLY HAMPTON

75. Figures 1 and 2 are diagrams of a 7M RIB. Personnel were arranged on RIB BILLY HAMPTON as
follows:
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ACCESS HATCH

COMBINATION NAV LIGHT/
FWD MOORING BT

i_ SAR Swimmer, was AR X GUKFOURDATION
the forward-most passenger and sat on the starboard 77 O N
sponson. [Encls (20), (28)]

a. Starboard side:

MARITIME BOARDING
CHAFE SYSTEM

ii. ENS Mitchell, Boat Officer was the
second furthest forward on the starboard sponson.

FUEL TANK

FWD LIFTING PAD (P&S)

[Encl (28)]
VENT
ACCESS HATCH
iii. sat to ENS
Mitchell’s left. [Encls (16), (28)] - "
NCH SEA
i U/1 Boat Officer, sat to FUD BENCHSERT
the left of . [Encls (10), (28)]
RING BUOY =~
v._U/l Boat Officer, sat
on the starboard sponson with his feet propped up CONSOLE
against the helm. [Encls (8), (28)] ASSEMBLY — 1 [E] = |
® e
Vi U/I Boat Engineer, sat on o \ -
the starboard sponson to left. [Encls BOATHOOK | e " BACKREST
(14), (26), (28)] H nm;:::::): ) | AFT STORAGE
b. Port side: PoRSACH 2 pLACER Y o Eﬁ/ - Mol stonac
. : N H
AFT LIFTING PAD (P&S)—\

PO wasthe aapsn— ] :
forward-most passenger seated on the port-side ' - N Sl
sponson. [Encls (28), (29)] £

il was seated on
right. [Encls (28), (29)] TRANSOM OAP FOLOBG OB} MAST
AFT MOORING BITT MANUAL BILGE PUMP
iii. was OUTORIVE UNIT
seated on right and next to_ [Encls Figure 1, sourced from Reference (b)

(14), (28), (30)]

iv._U/I Boat Officer, was seated on _right. [Encls (14),
(28)]
c. -Boat Engineer, was on the storage box between -and- [Encl

(14)]

d._ Coxswain, was at the console. [Encls (9), (28)]

[REMAINDER OF PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK]
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e. There were five people sitting along the starboard side of the RIB. [Encls (8), (20)]

f. There were two additional passengers on board during the second trip versus the first one. [Encl

)
(b)(6) (b)(6) o
g. and rebalanced personnel within the RIB. [Encl (10)]
STROBE LIGHT AND
SIREN ARCH ASSEMBLY
ANCHOR _ VHF ANTENNA
LIGHT \
2 ,—FOLDING - FIRE
LIGHT MAST  coNTROL EXTINGUISHER (P&S) COMBINATION
coxswas OO CENTERLINE SURROUNT SIDE LIGHT
BACK REST LIFE LINE —

TOW POST MOBI 2 -
INFLATABLE , JANTENNA / A =
TUBE ASSY I 4

,L?I_H—.__
e |

BR

OUTDRIVE 2 T T
UNIT

BOWEYE

PROPELLER
Figure 2, sourced from reference (b)

76.(b)(6) reported that he and ENS Mitchell planned on doing the same training with the second
RIB ride as they had done during the first RIB ride. [Encl (36)]

77. Immediately before breaking away, ENS iy
Mitchell directed personnel to hold onto the
inboard line, see figures 1 and 3, between their
legs when seated on the sponson. [Encls (28),

SEZING
LINE-

YO TRANSOM CAP MOORING BITT
(29)] BRACKET INBOARD LIFELINE
THIMBLE PASSES THROUGH
(2 PLACES) INFLATABLE TUBE'S

INBOARD LIFELINE PATCHES)

78. After breaking away, RIB BILLY _ ) _ o

HAMPTON traveled astern of JASON Figure 3, Diagram of inboard lifeline, sourced from reference (b)
DUNHAM, crossing the wake, before

initiating approximately four turns in an “s” pattern. [Encls (8), (9), (10), (14)]

79. Crew members stated that coxswains like to show off and do tight, evasive maneuvers. [Encls (25),
@3Nl

(b)(6)

80 did not feel these turns were unsafe or atypical for a RIB to execute. [Encl (8)]

81. After getting about 400 yards off of JASON DUNHAM’s port quarter and observing personnel were
holding on, (®)®) executed a hard turn to port, which was the beginning of a donut. [Encls (9),

(0]

11
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82._stated that at the time of the turn he was applying full throttle and estimated he was
traveling approximately 20 mph when he initiated the turn. [Encls (9) (36)]

83. _ had no concerns about executing a high speed donut on 8 July 2018 because of the sea
state. [Encl (9)]

84. Some personnel, including_ were not certain but thought the turn might have been
announced. [Encls (9), (26)]

85. Other personnel did not hear the hard turn get announced. [Encls (8), (31)]

86. Multiple personnel reported feeling a “jolt”, “impact” and that the RIB “popped”, “slipped”, “was
jarred”, “flat bottomed” about 90 to 180 degrees through the turn to port, immediately preceding the
ejection of four personnel, followed by h [Encls (8), (9), (20), 31)]

87. ENS Mitchell B ®I6) = 4 B ere all cjected from RIB BILLY

HAMPTON. [Encls (8), (9), (16), (20), 31)]

88._1‘eported that although he is accustomed to riding a RIB, he let go of his hold on the RTB
when he observed personnel go overboard. He is not certain if he would have been able to stick with the

RIB had he not let go. [Encl (20)]

89._described his thought process as, “They are in the water, so I am in the water.” He was
the fifth person to go in the water. [Encl (20)]

90._had never experienced anything like this before. He described the impact as
analogous to the feeling of a RIB flat-bottoming in heavy seas. [Encl (9)]

91. The water was not shallow, there was nothing around, no marine life. The water was clear and
undisturbed. [Encls (9), (31)]

92. -'cported seeing a two-and-a-half-foot wave immediately before being ejected, which he
thought was the RIB’s wake. [Encl (26)]

93._ was the only person seated on the starboard side of the RIB who did not fall in. [Encl
)

94.—fell into the center of the RIB from the port side towards the helm, bumping her
head. [Encls (28), (30)]

o5 @O helped O hack up. [Enls (14), (30)]

96._Was almost thrown off of the helm. His hand was thrown free of the throttle. [Encls
9), (28)]

[REMAINDER OF PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK]
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was later iW ENS Mitchell, _and three people in lifejackets:- _

and [Encls (8), (28), (29), (31)]

100. “Man overboard” was reported from RIB BILLY HAMPTON at approximately 1021. [Encls (17),
(37)]

101. When _overheard the call of “man overboard” on a radio, he began having the crew
prepare to recover the RIBs as he thought boat operations would be secured shortly thereafter. [Encl (11)]

102. The helicopter off of JASON DUNHAM flew over the scene. Rescue
Swimmer, observed three personnel in the water with lifejackets and a fourth lifejacket floating in the
water. [Encl (38)]

103. Combat Information Center (CIC) did observe some of the activity over Forward Looking Infrared
Radar (FLIR) but it was very poor quality. [Encl (5)]

104. Optical Sight System (OSS) was not available from 8 July 2018. The ship was unable to locate
records from that day and Combat Systems Officer, believes the system might not

have been reconfigured for underway operations after leaving a port call in Haifa, Israel. [Encl (5)]

105. The call of “man overboard” also pl‘ompted_ 00D, to direct the BMOW to call
the “Captain to the pilot house” over the IMC. TRAINO also came to the pilot house in response to the
call and directed a training time out for the Damage Control Training Team (DCTT) drill JASON
DUNHAM was running. [Encls (34), (39)]

106. XO called the bridge when he heard over the IMC, “Captain to the Pilot House,” and heard a person
had fallen off of a RIB and was being recovered, so he thought the situation was not emergent. [Encl (2)]

107. _ej ected close enough to ENS Mitchell to see she was ﬂoatini uiside down and

attempted to reach her leg to flip her over. Upon seeing all of the blood, as unable to
take further action. [Encl (16)]

108.-stimates he ejected approximately five yards from the RIB and approximately 20
yards from the other personnel. [Encl (20)]

109. _estimated the ejected personnel were about 100 yards away from the RIB. [Encl (9)]

110. -jected with his mask and snorkel but without his fins; his snorkel detached in the
process of ejecting, so he discarded both before swimming to the survivors. [Encl (20)]

11 l._reached ENS Mitchell before getting to the other survivors; she was closer to him than
the other three personnel. She did not have a lifejacket and was surrounded by blood. [Encls (8), (20),

(40)]

1 12_ asked the others if they were okay. _started screaming, “Blood!” while

waving her hands. [Encl (10)]

1 lB._tricd to apply throttle to get the RIB closer to the ejected personnel, but every time he
did, there was a knocking sound and the helm shook. [Encl (9)]

FOR-OFH AL USE-ONEY—
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114.-alled the bridge to report the medical casualty. [Encl (8)]

115, B G epped up to take direction of RIB BILLY HAMPTON. [Encl (20)]

116. Using the high-powered binoculars, the CO knew something was really wrong when he saw
someone, who he did not yet know was ENS Mitchell, was limp and being assisted into the RIB without
attempting to climb back in herself. [Encl (21)]

117. Around this time, -told -o leave the bridge wing and use the fixed radio

because the handheld was not as reliable. hen took over the handheld VHF. [Encl (4)]

118. - the Tactical Action Officer (TAO) on watch, began communicating with CTF 55 via
chat about the need to execute a Medical Evacuation (MEDEVAC) for ENS Mitchell. [Encl (5)]

119. Some of the other personnel onboard RIB BILLY HAMPTON started waving at the JASON
DUNHAM for help. [Encl (28)]

120. and inspected the propeller by bringing the trim of the outdrive up. Prior
to the inspection, reported the trim of the outdrive was all the way down where he had set

it when he first got onboard the RIB. [Encls (9), (31)]

121. -’vas clectrically shocked each of the three times he tried to reach in the water and
remove the lifejacket from the propeller. He turned everything off, including the batteries, which he
inspected and were visually in good order. [Encl (9)]

122. Shortly thereafter,_also reported to the bridge the RIB was dead in the water (DIW).
[Encls (8), (28)]

123, _tumed ENS Mitchell over into a cross-chest carry and towed her back to RIB BILLY
HAMPTON. He assessed her injuries as including severe lacerations to her head and face, with a hinged

cranium. [Encls (20), (40)]

124.- was unable to administer rescue breaths while towing ENS Mitchell because of her jaw
injury. [Encl (20)]

125. Meanwhile, the other three suwivors,-- and _swam towards

each other. [Encls (26), (40)]

126. Once _ had closed to ten yards away from RIB HAMPTON, RIB KELLY
MILLER arrived on scene al’ signaled to ask if wanted the assistance of an
additional rescue swimmer. signaled back in the affirmative. [Encl (20)]

127. On approach to RIB BILLY HAMPTON, - Boat Engineer, tried to yell from his
position in RTB KELLY MILLER to the boat crew that the propeller was fouled with a lifejacket. [Encl
(41)]

128. The personnel on RIB KELLY MILLER saw blood in the water and heard the call that RIB BILLY
HAMPTON was DIW. [Encls (7), (12)]
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129. Unaware RIB BILLY HAMPTON was DIW, Ho0® |called for and signaled for RIB BILLY
HAMPTON to recover him and ENS Mitchell. [Encl (20)]

irected _to put the boat in neutral and _to gear up; -

as already donning his SAR equipment. [Encls (7), (32)]

131. _visually checked the water was clear and began to deploy - who
jumped in the water after only one tap, versus the three required by procedure. [Encl (7)]

132, O e tried to call PO o his RIB, but @ did not hear him. [Encl

Nl
133. Once _got closer to RIB BILLY HAMPTON, he requested a line, which _

threw off of the port bow. [Encls (14), (20)]

134. assisted in throwing and retrieving the line, which took three attempts to get to
ET2 Dekorte. [Encls (14), (29)]

135, BIE T ond BB ecovered EN'S Mitchell from the water to RTB BILLY HAMPTON.

[Encls (8), (20), (40)]
136. At some point, ecalls direct'mg-o comfort _ who was

saying, “Oh God, Oh God, what did I do?” or words to that effect. [Encls (8), (14)]

137. _does not recall being directed to do Warecall obsewing_

starting to have labored breathing and crying so then ttempted to comfort him. [Encl (14)]

138. -tried to distract the midshipmen who had been seated on the port side. -also
tried to comfort _N[]O he observed hyperventilating, shaking, and with tears in his eyes.

[Encl (31)]

139. _staned to swim toward the other three survivors before realizing _had
been deployed to assist them and returned to RIB BILLY HAMPTON. [Encl (20)]

140 PO ought RTB KELLY MILLER alongside RIB BILLY HAMPTON. [Encls (7), (12),
(40)]

B. Efforts to treat ENS Mitchell’s injuries
141. ENS Mitchell’s injuries made her unrecognizable at first. [Encls (7), (8), (20), (24)]

142. After getting ENS Mitchell onboard the RIB, _bcgan with conducting a patient
assessment and found ENS Mitchell had a pulse by placing two fingers on the carotid. Her pulse was

rapid and weak. [Encl (20)]

143. _immediately yelled out that ENS Mitchell was breathing, which was incorrect. He was
trying to communicate she was still alive. [Encl (20)]

144, told & Hthey needed to get ENS Mitchell to his RIB, to which P&

odded in agreement. [Encl (7)]
LOROCIAL USTE ONLY
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145. To transfer ENS Mitchell from RIB BILLY HAMPTON to RIB KELLY MILLER, both crews pull
the lines on the RIBs really close together. [Encls (7), (28)]

146. ENS Mitchell was then transferred to RIB KELLY MILLER, with the crew trying to stabilize her
head and spine. [Encl (20)]

147._ and _transferred ENS Mitchell to_and _ [Encls

(7, (3), (41)]

148. As soon as_and the level A medical kit was in the RIB KELLY MILLER,_
began transiting back to JASON DUNHAM. [Encls (7), (8), (20)]

149._considered taking more personnel from RIB KELLY MILLER to RIB BILLY
HAMPTON but decided against it because RIB BILLY HAMPTON was DIW and still had more
personnel to recover. [Encl (8)]

150. After the transfer, PN stabilized ENS Mitchell’s head. [Encls (7), (20)]
151,20 ated that ENS Mitchell had a faint pulse. [Encl (7))
152. -doused ENS Mitchell’s head and facial wounds with saline solution. [Encls (7), (20)]

153, BUEE placed the hinged portion of ENS Mitchell’s skull, then wrapped it with the 6”
trauma dressing and gauze. [Encls (7), (20)]

154, _rapidly assessed ENS Mitchell’s limbs and torso, finding bruising on her chest but no
hemorrhages or pooling blood. He assessed her head had passed through the propeller. [Encl (20)]

155.-'eassessed her vitals and found no pulse, no breathing. He started chest compressions
and called for a breathing mask. [Encls (7), (20)]

156._tried a jaw thrust to clear the airway before resuming rescue breathing, he was not able
to get a good seal. [Encl (20)]

157.- was primarily providing medical supplies to_ [Encl (41)]

158. At approximately 1030,* informed the bridge about the severity of the injuries to ENS
Mitchell’s head and arm; he also stated he thought a helicopter would be needed. [Encls (7), (17)]

159. The CO had a hard time understanding _because of wind over the radio, but he heard
“first aid” and “CPR”. [Encl (21)]

160. The CO yelled down to the boat deck that it was serious, which prompted -o tell the
crew to be ready at the SLAD for recovery before learning one RIB was DIW such that extra personnel
would not be offloaded from RIB KELLY MILLER. [Encl (11)]

161. The helicopter was recovered by JASON DUNHAM at approximately 1039. [Encl (17)]
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162. While the helicopter was on final approach, the crew received word there was a medical emergency
and MEDEVAC was necessary. [Encl (38)]

163. When JASON DUNHAM radioed to ask RIB KELLY MILLER who the victim was,
realized it was ENS Mitchell after looking at her uniform and belt buckle. [Encl (7)]

164. JASON DUNHAM initiated a turn to port to close in on the scene of the incident and because
communications with the RIBs were intermittent. [Encls (34), (21)]

165. Via radio, _'ecommended that JASON DUNHAM stop turning to port and instead turn
to starboard so the RIB would not have to cross the wake. [Encl (7)]

166. The ship steadied on a course and slowed to 5 kts for recovery. [Encl (34)]

167. _'equestcd permission to come alongside at 1031, which was granted. [Encls (7), (37),
(40)]

168. _ JASON DUNHAM Independent Duty Corpsman (IDC), notified the pilot
house the helicopter needed to be ready; it was already being prepared. [Encls (35), (38)]

169. MO equested a litter and initially received a Stokes litter, see figure 5. [Encls (7), (24)]

170. -°cported he requested the SAR litter via radio on the transit back to JASON
DUNHAM. [Encl (12)]

171. Neither -101’_1'ecall anyone specifically asking for the SAR litter. [Encls
(11), (34)]

172, _recognized the Stokes litter was not the right litter but the crew tried to make it work
until realizing it could not be adequately secured. Then the crew cut the ties to get her out of it. [Encls (7),

(13), (40), (41)]

173 _was shocked the Stokes litter was lowered first because it does not have flotation
attached to it and JASDON DUNHAM had not practiced using it for overboard recoveries before. [Encl

(20)]

174. When_ arrived at the boat deck, the Stokes litter was already in use. The stretcher
bearers had also brought the Reeves sleeve. He directed that the Reeves sleeve be lowered to the RIB.

[Encl (35)]

175. Within seconds of asking for a different litter, the Reeves sleeve was lowered down to RIB KELLY
MILLER. [Encls (7), (44)]

[REMAINDER OF PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK]
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Figure 5, Clockwise firom upper left corner: Investigator's photograph of the JASON
DUNHAM Reeves sleeve; Investigator's photograph of the JASON DUNHAM Stokes litter;
Investigator's photograph of the JASON DUNHAM SAR litter

—
D
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176. There are diverse opinions about who was in charge of the recovery process. In general, most
reported that P)®) was in charge of the litter while (b)® was in charge of the boat deck.
was not present as she was sitting a chief selection board; acting CMC was on scene. [Encls (4),

(42), (43)]

177. Damage Control Assistant (DCA) was taking notes and making announcements over the IMC to
dispatch stretcher bearers and the IDC. [Encls (4), (21), (44)]

178. The personnel on the bridge had been discussing how to offload personnel from the RIB so as to
raise ENS Mitchel via the SLAD. [Encl (34)]

179. Given the number of personnel and that the helicopter was airborne with only 30 minutes of fuel
remaining, recovery of ENS Mitchell via the SLAD was ultimately ruled out. [Encl (34)]

180. The crew rolled ENS Mitchell out of the Stokes litter onto her side and thcn(b)m
Engineer (U/D), slipped the Reeves sleeve underneath ENS Mitchell. [Encls (7), (13), (24)]

Boat

181. When ®)® attempted to resume rescue breathing, L yelled down to keep doing
chest compressions and to make sure her head was secure. [Encls (7), (20), (35)]
182. ®)E) heeded (©)E) advice, not realizing it was (BXS) at the time, and

focused exclusively on chest compressions. [Encls (20), (44)]

b)(6)

183. Someone from the boat deck asked what ENS Mitchell’s pulse was, so took her pulse

while )6 continued compressions. [Encl (41)]

(b)(6)

184. Someone from the boat deck said to use a steadying line, so transferred it from the

Stokes litter to the Reeves sleeve. [Encl (7)]

185.(0N8) continued chest compressions while ENS Mitchell was secured in the Reeves sleeve.

[Encls (20), (44)]

186. At 1040, ENS Mitchell was hoisted onboard JASON DUNHAM vertically, head-first to the boat
deck. [Encls (7), (20), (37), (44)]

187. ENS Mitchell’s head slipped out of the head straps on the Reeves sleeve while she was being hoisted
aboard JASON DUNHAM. [Encls (20), (44)]

188.(b)(6) thought the SAR litter should have been rigged up to hoist ENS Mitchell while she lay
in a horizontal position versus a vertical one. [Encl (20)]

189. After ENS Mitchell was brought on-board,(b)(s) went to CIC to start coordinating with
embassies as necessary for her medical evacuation. [Encl (4)]

190. After “medical emergency” was called over the IMC, XO went to the bridge. He arrived after ENS
Mitchell was back on board. The CO told the XO to stay on the bridge while the CO went to CIC. [Encls

(2), 2]
C. Recovery of the three other personnel and return of RIB BILLY HAMPTON to JASON DUNHAM
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191. _bmught the other three personnel,-_ and -to RIB

BILLY HAMPTON, where the crew helped pull them aboard. [Encls (8), (9), (16), (25), (28)]

192. In assisting the three pcrsonnel,_brought them around the blood in the water. [Encls
(16), (25)]

Fdil‘ected _to turn off the batteries and got permission from -
0

redeploy to unfoul the propeller. [Encl (25)]

104 PO ot the lifejacket off of the propeller and threw it in the RIB. [Encls (9), (25)]

195. _did not observe any damage to the propeller or any human hair or tissue in the
outdrive. [Encl (25)]

196._did not observe any damage to the outdrive as he trimmed the outdrive back to fully
down. [Encl (9)]

197. The engine started and the RIB regained propulsion. [Encls (8), (9), (25), (28)]

198. Personnel aft in the RIB reported getting electrically shocked, so the crew tied a line around-
or electrical safety and the rest of the crew sat forward in the RIB as they slowly transited back

to JASON DUNHAM. [Encls (8), (28)]

D. Ship-board Medical Care

199. ENS Mitchell was transported to main medical onboard JASON DUNHAM by approximately 1043;
she arrived at main medical by 1045. [Encls (17), (45)]

200. CPR was discontinued while transporting her and resumed when she got to medical. [Encl (35)]

201 ._had directed - to prepare advanced airway materials. [Encl (35)]

202._0bsewed ENS Mitchell was pale, unresponsive to verbal and painful stimuli, without
massive hemorrhages in her extremities, and had an irregular pulse. [Encls (35), (46)]

203. CPR resumed in medical. There were no breath sounds in her buccal/nasal passages. [Encls (35),

(46)]

204_ performed a cricothyroidotomy on ENS Mitchell and inserted a tube. [Encls (35),
(46)]

205.—0bsewed the bilateral rise and fall of ENS Mitchell’s chest when he performed two
rescue breaths. [Encls (35), (46)]

206. The medical team continued chest compressions and rescue breathing while ENS Mitchell was in
Main Medical; ENS Mitchell did not breathe on her own. [Encls (35), (46)]

207. _observed that ENS Mitchell had a severe depression on the superior aspect of her
frontal bone; an approximately 15 cm long and 3 cm wide cut across the crown of her head; ENS
Mitchell’s right eye was closed and her left cye was not blinking, nor was her eye moving; there was

TOR-OFFICIALUSE-ONEY—

21



linda.alvers
Line


Subj: COMMAND INVESTIGATION INTO THE DEATH OF ENS SARAH JOY
MITCHELL, USN, AT SEA, ON 8 JULY 2018

bloody discharge from ENS Mitchell’s left ear; ENS Mitchell’s nose was flattened and her septum
deviated; ENS Mitchell had an approximately 5.5 cm long by 4 cm wide laceration on the left of her
mandible; ENS Mitchell had bruising on her torso and lower back. [Encls (35), (46)]

208. The original bandage had slid off of ENS Mitchell’s head, so the medical team rebandaged it with a
light compression bandage. [Encls (35), (46)]

209. The medical staff placed an AED on ENS Mitchell, and no shocks were administered while she was
in main medical. [Encls (35), (46)]

210. The medical staff performed a needle thoracentesis on ENS Mitchell’s right side; there was no
audible air and no visible blood firom the catheter. [Encl (46)]

(b)(6)

211. immediately referred ENS Mitchell to the MEDEVAC and provided his IDC medical
bag to (B)6) for use on the flight. [Encls (21), (35), (46)]
21 2.“’)(6) went to main medical after he completed his preparations to receive ENS Mitchell

onboard while weapons were still being downloaded. He assessed the medical and flight crew
preparations as very efficient and swift. [Encl (38)]

213. The helicopter was reported ready to receive ENS Mitchell at approximately 1126. [Encl (17)]

214. ENS Mitchell, attended by oo (b)(6)
approximately 1129. [Encls (17), (35)]

and boarded the helicopter at

E. Medical care in-flight and in the hospital

215. Once onboard Venom 506, the SH-60 helicopter, )6 md(b)(e) alternated in
performing CPR on ENS Mitchell. [Encls (38), (45), (46)]

(b)(6)
216. contacted the Senior Medical Officer on the USS IWO JIMA (LHD 7) who advised
administering epinephrine via an intravenous line. was not able to communicate that to

[Encl (35)]

217. The helicopter departed JASON DUNHAM for the military hospital in Safaga, Egypt at
approximately 1133. [Encl (17)]

218. The helicopter was originally going to take ENS Mitchell to Safaga, Egypt, which was 55 nautical
miles from JASON DUNHAM. After takeoff, the helicopter was revectored to the military hospital in
Aqaba, Jordan, which was 100 nautical miles from JASON DUNHAM. [Encl (21)]

219. While in flight, the AED delivered one shock to ENS Mitchell before calling for the continuation of
CPR. [Encls (38), (46)]

220. The shock briefly restored ENS Mitchell’s pulse, which was faint. [Encl (38)]

221.01®) was unable to place an intravenous (IV) line in ENS Mitchell in flight. [Encls (38),
(46)]
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(b)(6)
222. On observing the dressing of ENS Mitchell’s head wound had completely soaked through,
®)e) and®)® cut the bandage off and replaced it. [Encl (38)]

223. [ and 21® accompanied ENS Mitchell to the emergency room at Prince

Hashem Bin Abdullah IT hospital in Acaba, Jordan, where they landed at approximately 1230. [Encls
(38), (46), (47)]

224. ENS Mitchell was taken to the nearest trauma room, and additional medical equipment was used to
check her pulse. [Encls (38), (47)]

225, The trauma team’s initial assessment of ENS Mitchell was no pulse and no breathing sounds. [Encl

(47)]

226. The hospital’s CPR team performed two cycles of CPR on ENS Mitchell and found no response.
[Encl (47)]

227. The trauma team observed that ENS Mitchell had fixed, dilated pupils, and a depressed skull fracture
at the right frontal area. [Encl (47)]

228. The trauma team also examined ENS Mitchell’s head injury, finding an open skull fracture and
exposed brain tissue. [Encl (47)]

229. The CPR team stopped CPR. [Encl (47)]
230. ENS Mitchell was pronounced deceased at 1245 on 8 July 2018. [Encls (46), (47)]

231. ENS Mitchell’s remains were escorted to IWO JIMA, who turned her remains over to Mortuary
Affairs for transportation back to the United States at approximately 1000 on 9 July 2018. [Encl (46)]

F. Recovery of RIBs and Helicopter

232. RIB BILLY HAMPTON broke away again in order to get 1000 yards off of the starboard quarter of
JASON DUNHAM for the helicopter to be launched. [Encls (7), (20)]

233, RIB KELLY MILLER also had to wait to be recovered until the helicopter took off. [Encl (28)]

234, RIB KELLY MILLER was recovered before RIB BILLY HAMPTON as its crew had gone in the
water. [Encl (7)]

235. RIB KELLY MILLER was recovered at approximately 1139. [Encl (17)]
236. RIB BILLY HAMPTON was recovered at approximately 1147. [Encl (17)]

237. The helicopter left the military hospital in Agaba at approximately 1348 and was recovered by
JASON DUNHAM at approximately 1525. [Encl (17)]

G. Post-incident inspection of RIB BILLY HAMPTON

6)
238.”( ) Chief Engineering Officer, personally inspected RIB BILLY HAMPTON on 9 July 20138.
[Encl (48)]
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6)
239.(b)( ) observed damage to the propeller of RIB BILLY HAMPTON. Specifically, he observed a
gouge on the leading edge of one of the propeller blades and unknown fibers caught in the gouge, see
figures 6 and 7. [Encl (48)]

Figure 6, Investigator's photograph of the RIB BILLY HAMPTON
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